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WA MUSEUM BOOLA BARDIP 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.07 pm]: I would like to inform 
the house about the success of our wonderful new state Museum, WA Museum Boola Bardip. Despite the challenges 
presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, the project was completed on time, within budget and to great acclaim. This 
was, of course, the result of years of dedicated work by thousands of people, including staff at the Department of 
Finance; the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries; the WA Museum; and the many people 
and communities that the project engaged and partnered with. 
Since opening last year on 21 November—my birthday!—we have seen incredible crowds flocking to Boola Bardip. 
So far, the Museum has attracted more than 600 000 visitors. The Museum’s membership program is also growing 
each week and a phenomenal 62 624 people have signed up. The McGowan government committed to providing 
free general admission for at least the first 18 months of operation. This has contributed to the extraordinary level 
of visitation so far, with many people returning on several occasions, as well as a great sense of ownership. The 
impressive visitor numbers include 14 861 teachers and students who have participated in the diverse programs at the 
Museum. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander programs and science, technology, engineering and mathematics—
STEM—programs have proven to be extremely popular. Visitor feedback has been very positive, and the Museum 
has also been recognised as an award-winning landmark for Perth, receiving accolades for the design, build and 
exhibitions design and development. In less than a year, the Museum has achieved excellent results and is a major 
attraction, of which we can all be very proud. I would like to encourage all members of Parliament and their families 
to visit our magnificent Boola Bardip, and to encourage their constituents to also attend. 
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